
HHSIED COMMITTEE #2 
November 5,2015 
Briefing 

MEMORANDUM 

November 4,2015 

TO: 	 Health and Human Services Committee 
Education Committee 

FROM: 	 Essie McGuire, Senior Legislative AnalystVl-~ 
Linda McMillan, Senior Legislative Analyst ;l.t[M 

SUBJECT: 	 Briefing -Services and programs for unaccompanied minors and other students 
with Limited English Proficiency 

Today the Health and Human Services (HHS) and Education Committees will receive a briefing 
on services and programs for unaccompanied minors and other students with Limited English 
Proficiency. The following individuals are expected to participate: 

• 	 Chrisandra Richardson, Associate Superintendent, Office of Special Education and Student 
Services, Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) 

• 	 Laura Newton, Director, Division of School Counseling, Residency, and International Student 
Admissions, MCPS 

• 	 Lori-Christina Webb, Executive Director, Office of the Chief Academic Officer, MCPS 
• 	 Karen Woodson, Director, Division ofESOLIBilingual Programs, MCPS 
• 	 Uma Ahluwalia, Director, Department ofHealth and Human Services (DHHS) 
• 	 JoAnn Barnes, Chief, Children, Youth, and Family Services, DHHS 
• 	 Candace Kattar, Director of Programs, Identity, Inc. 

The Committees will receive an update from MCPS on international enrollment data and 
processes; academic supports for students with Limited English Proficiency; and specific resources for 
staff and families related to children fleeing violence or experiencing other trauma. The Committees 
will then receive an update from DHHS on the numbers of youth and families served and program 
impacts. Identity Inc., will also present comments on their observations from working with youth 
fleeing violence. 



Montgomery County Public Schools 
MCPS provided the overview information attached on circles 5-17. Council staff highlights the 

following: 

• 	 Total international enrollment of students in MCPS was at a high point in the last school year with 
4,128 international students in SYI4-15. Enrollment information for the current school year is 
provided through September 30, and appears on pace to be lower than last year. Currently just under 
2,000 international students have enrolled in MCPS this school year. 

• 	 Circle 7 shows the top eight countries of origin for international students in the last four school 
years. EI Salvador remains at or near the top in each year, Honduras has been in the top eight in the 
last three years, and Guatemala in each of the last two years. Ethiopia and China also both appear in 
the list in all four years. 

• 	 MCPS does not necessarily know the immigration status ofinternational students. To enroll in 
MCPS, a student only needs to be able to demonstrate residence with a legal guardian in 
Montgomery County, not a specific immigration status. MCPS is aware if a student is placed 
through the Federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). Circle 9 shows that as of September 30, 
a total of 51 students were placed through ORR compared with a total of 107 last school year. 

• 	 In a memorandum to the Board ofEducation, Interim Superintendent Bowers provided an overview 
ofresources, programs, and strategies MCPS is using to address the needs of immigrant students 
who enter MCPS from a wide variety of circumstances. This memorandum is attached on circles 1
4. New steps MCPS has taken include the addition ofa second international enrollment site and 
development ofan orientation video and "toolkit" for staff and families. 

• 	 The memorandum also describes the range of ESOL services available to students with English 
language and other academic support needs. Circles 9-11 show that ESOL enrollment continues to 
increase overall and at every school level. 

• 	 A team of 10.7 bilingual ESOL counselors is in place to provide direct counseling and transition 
services for ESOL students in addition to school-based ESOL counselors. MCPS will discuss 
additional plans to increase staff's ability to meet the social and emotional needs of many of the 
students fleeing violence. 

• 	 In a recent report by the Migration Policy Institute, MCPS was highlighted as one of three school 
districts in the nation taking creative and positive approaches to accommodate the increasing 
enrollment of unaccompanied minors. The report contrasts the strong efforts ofMCPS and the two 
other districts with some districts that have not provided services or even have reacted negatively. 
An article from Education Week about the report is attached on circle 18 and excerpts from the 
Migration Policy Institute report (the Executive Summary and the portion of the report about local 
district services) are attached on circles 19-24. 
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Department of Health and Human Services 
The Department of Health and Human Services has provided infonnation attached at circles 25

32 on the number ofchildren fleeing violence that have been and are being served through several 
programs including Care for Kids, School Health Services, Child Welfare Services, Positive Youth 
Development Services (Youth Opportunity Centers, Wellness Centers, Street Outreach Network), the 
Latino Health Initiative, and Linkages to Learning. DHHS notes that data is often difficult to collect as 
children enter programs through many doors and do not always disclose their status. 

Council staff highlights the following: 

• 	 The Federal Office ofRefugee Resettlement reports that as of October 23,2015,454 unaccompanied 
minors had been released to sponsors in Montgomery County. These numbers do not include youth 
that have arrived without a sponsor. 

• 	 Care for Kids has enrolled 22% more new children in the first 3 months ofFY15 compared to FYI6. 
About 55% of the new enrollees are new arrivals from EI Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala. 

• 	 School Health Services Teen Pregnancy Case Management reports that in the 2014-2015 school year 
17 students self-identifying as unaccompanied fleeing violence were pregnant or had a newborn with 
8 reporting that their pregnancies were the result oftraumatic events. As ofOctober 15 for the 2015
2016 school year, there are 12 such students that are pregnant or with a newborn or infant. 

• 	 From January 2014 through June 2015,650 unduplicated youth were served through an array of 
Positive Youth Development and Latino Health Initiative services. The Latino Health Initiative 
provided intensive navigation services for 140 children that were detained at the border an average 
of 21 days before being released to parents or guardians. These children need legal services, health 
care, school enrollment, family reunification, and social services. 

• 	 Sixty five parents and 68 children completed family reunification workshops provided by the Latino 
Health Initiative. Forty-nine percent of the children were 16 to 20 years old, 30% were 10 to 14 
years old, 14% were 6 to 9 years old, and 7% were birth to age 4. For 78.5% ofchildren the legal 
custodian was a parent. 

• 	 The Linkages to Learning program continues to help enroll children in MCPS, find sufficient 
housing for families, access behavioral health services, enroll children in Care for Kids, and access 
legal assistance. Many families are in need of "almost everything," such as food, clothes, diapers, 
and hygiene products. 

• 	 Linkages to Learning staff reports that challenges include staying up-to-date on legal issues and 
proceedings, different immigration outcomes for youth in the same family, lack of eligibility for 
SNAP and other certain other assistance, and the need for more English classes. 

f\mcguire\201S\unacc minors update 1115.docx 
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Offipe o.f'fbe S:up~tin.tendenl. t>tSchoQls 
1v(ONT®.MERY COUNtY l?~JQ SCHOOLS 

Roekvill~~ Marylfllld 

T(): M~m:bers p;t;,thelloard ofEdu.c!ltii,)D. 

From: Lauy A Bowers, Interim Superintendent OfSChoOJj 

Subject: l'ii:imigrant StudentS (07-14-15-02) 

Question 

:Iii t¢~pp:tise t9 the pub1i~ con::unentS concerning iSsuesimrtiigrant Stiiaentsare facing at MCPS, 
Mr. Bwclay req;tI~ed the foliQwinZ: .. . 

• 	 A me.thotand,umsum:tiI~g the CUttent support.~ .mplaceat MCPS for itnriligrantstfuients; 

• 	 .A.p. l1p4at~ em what MCP$ :isoQing toiiqpi:ove i::tnm,igrantlintemanonru studentS'2 e1g>eriences 
ang Q]jep:ta1j'<?n to MQPS s9ho.dl~,Jw.d part;iQuJ.~ly> whitt ~~h.Qols at~ 491p.gt() info;r.tt1 student~ 
ofprograms~ activities and supports available·t!? them! 

MOntgomery CQ1,lIlty Ptl,PJic SQll,odls (MCPS) lltilizes IJ. vadetygf ()J;ie+ttatlpn.. in~tructi(mat. at1d 
intervention strategies to assist students in having positive andsuceessfql !:l;1(pt!Iiences in scbpQl. 
In addition, tQac~o:tti.P1bdate the increasing nunibe±s 6f: studentS enrolliflg :from other countries, 
a substantialTOOesl . of th ~ international erttolhnetit rocesses w·underuUre·· .. 	 ......... ;~,e.. . ... .... p. . ... as. . n 


Asa part ofthe redesign ofour interm~ti.QJ:l~ e.prolllllen:t prQcesses AA4 to oet!:ttr assistsittdepts ~4 
families With their mtibductlon to MCPS, the following strategies b.iivep~eAem.plo:yed: 

~ 	 AU 6nentanonrldeo weIConili1g families to ;MGPS has been created. Paren.ts will ~vl;lthe 
qpportutrity't6 reeei've ihfonnation on topiCs related to enrollment, schoolbtls.ttansportation, 
llse oflq9k~p; :in s~cQn4ary schoQls, $cliool :tne~~ Wlct $tti.d.ent service ,lear.trlng grijups that 
meet~erschqol. ' . 

There'wilIbefae~.:.i<rfa.ce ogClIl:a,1;ion 'se~~i.Qn.S for B1.lg~h fot Spe~.~i;S' pf O'!h.e;tlA!ng1!i}'gf!S 
(ESOL)faniilies enrolling m ·MGPS. These sessions will be provi~~ 9yES04·Par~nt 
CQttii;i:rQhltyQaQtllinatox$ (pees) iUidES6t counselors. 

II 

http:There'wilIbefae~.:.i<rfa.ce
http:Paren.ts


Member~ of14e Boarti. ofE~u~~tiWl, 

• 	 MCpS will offer two enrollment locations and the MpntgoDlery Qotmty Departrn~nt QfHealth 
anti HtUban Semces(DHHS) iri:irtl'i.lllization clinics at the Rocking-Horse Road C~n:wr AAd the 
Upcoun-ty Regional ge;rviGes Center. Evening and Saturday haUtS" Will be available during 
pe~ time atthe l~.Qcking.lIQtseRoad Qen,ter. . 

• 	 Erihancements to ~eRocking n.qrs~ Road Center will inp1u:(l~cie'l,t sigI\age, in,breased space
fot the DHHSirrrtIil.m.kation cliitic. and a,clinie W?j~ f.09lD,.. . 

• 	 High school students Will serve as ambassadors at the enrollment 9~tlt~rs tp interac,t wlth,Y9~g 
¢l:iildrw,t.'l:l$ th~ywait filJ' theitenrollmerftappointmeht or English prOficiency testing, alloWing 
$e,se s:tude.nt$ to 'ea,mstu4~nt~Q1~ce If'a:ttlitie. cf~dit. 

• 	 Adult bflingaal gQm11+W'lity vQIUht~i'$ w¢te :t~C(rnit¢cl thtQ\igh the Montgomery COunty
Volunteer Center. ..... 

.. 	 MCPS collaborated with the Montgomery CoU1:1ty GhatlesW; Gilchrist Ce.nt¢f fQr CulWraI 
Dlv~sity to provide an :woiniatioiltable at Rocking Horse R..<>ad Ge,tlter wh~e the 
Division of g:choQl Counselingt Residency, ancillitetnatlonal Admissions; the Division of 
~S()vailin.gual'Programs; 1U.1ifij.OImS inununizatLon clitrl.c are housed. to proVide families 
with addlliQ:ti~l~Qntactl) and :resPl1te~~in th~ com:rn!lI1ity. 

• 	 Each student will be pn;>vided with aba¢kp~~with, scheiDl $uppUes ~ a pan: o.fthe enmlln;ie;ht 
pro.cess incollaboratioIl with the Office o{Community :ij~~gepJ,e1)tand Pa.rtn~sbip$ (QGEP). 

tJ~cg{,)Jn.p~ied youtb. from El Salvador, Guatemala. and Honduras enrolling in MCPSqwillf'y 
for partic.ipationin 'the ESOL program, where 'they rec¢lv¢ mstrncLlon in English as a new 
language, as well as 'parent :eng&gement .!;lIld pPuo.s~lingS\lPPQ:t;ts. ESQL ~dents who enroll, 
in MCPS With limited or no fmmal schoolingaiso may qualify f()rtbe Multidisciplinary 
'Edu~tibrtal rtaini.n,g atld Support (METS) flrogp.un~ where they receive additiomil instruction 
'in l:JasicJiteracY, nlllXleraC;y~ atld ~e~Ifiic skill&~ as:well as :Social emotional supports to facilitate 
·their adjl.l.siment to a ll.~W $Ch991 ell,vjJ:oJ1!l,l.ept. . 

AkeSi component ofthe METS 'program is providing social emotional~upports through the ES 01" 
counselingprbgtatn. A team of lo.1.Full-tiine Equivalent (FTB) BSOL transition couns~lor~. 
bilingual in, EIi~b and Spanish @dsix additional 1.ageS'? continues to pfovlde.ditect 
individualanq. group cou:n,seling '~uPPQrt$ ,tp MeT;$$ti,n:l'ep.ls to .assist in remoVing bati'iers 
t61eaming. ". 	 . 

maq.{litioll. tc) ESOt transition ,CQlJnseldrs. schbol-basedESOL critnlselors, ill of whom are 
Qi1,4lgualm English @.d Spani$h.~e cm,tified school tou.ns~ots and. $etv~a1i bigh schools with 
ESOL centers., A te~m pf 7~O FIE schQQHmsedESP.L W1;iP.se,lQr$. ilfo..Vid~s a range, of supports 
to deliver an itinerant bilingual Spanish/E:qgli$,. 90mpreheq$i~$chqt;>1 t;QUfi.se1ing pr:o.gram 'to 
'l,a;S~i$t ES.Q1 :stttdents· in the areas aI' acGUlturation,.academie aChif;7v.~P:l~nt ca.reet/~l1c;.atiQ~ 

http:MeT;$$ti,n:l'ep.ls
http:flrogp.un
http:s:tude.nt


Mcmbe.rs ofthe B6atdo/Education 3 August 5,201~ 

decision makitrg, 'and personal and social development, To SUPPCm: the famil,ies of an ESQL 
StudelitS~the DiviSi6Ii 6fESOUBilingi:ial,PrcigtatnsJm.s 'l5.0,FTE ESOL peGs who are bilingual 
:in, ~g1i$h atid$p~h, ~ weU as seven additiona11angqage's~ towoik with fail:lil1es 'and assist 
'them m. A!lvi&atingthe ~chooI system tQ sup:pru.t theft Ghildt~i1. " 

~panish-speakifig.high school ESOL :students who have experienceclintetn,lpt~d gt Iiqlited-fonp.al 
education are eligible fotthe Students Engaged hi Pathways to Achievement (SEPA) program. 
S.EPA. is. a b~it-baSedinstrUotibnaI program, specit1caIly strUctured [OF Sp.anJ.sh..speaking 
,§tqd~nJs who are at le!:l$1; l8 Yf?:a,rs of age m'thf3 ~ru;t Qf their first schodl year and ate nOt likely 
to myetMCPS graduation require,!ll(f;ntS l?yag~ 21.Tb..e SEPA pro,gtl;!lU provides 1m altema;!:ive 
-inStructional pathway that allows students to yontinve their educatiqtlVtPile preparingfpr fh~ wedel 
of work in the United States ab.di-ar the GED. Students select a career program pathway at the 
thqm~s EdisQulligh Sohool of Technplpgy and tak~ courses. that help them develop key career 
readin~s~ skill~.-irID.l"!laitlgESQL; re~i;ljjjg, lI1~themlitiQs, aP.g Goll~gelCare-e:r Research and 
Development Career patbwliY$ mClude 'm!ll te'chnQIQgy". re~1:{illra,nt rniul~ewetlt, cPilstr4ction, 
atidautomotive technology. ' . 

~ Dj.vjsiQll ,of ,ESQtJBilingual PrOgt~ alSq developed $. Unaccompanied Youth Toolkit 
toprovjcly.,~ onliue.t.~o9.tgefQr ~~choQIsto learp.;abci:qt UfiJicc(}ID.papied Y01J:th ,in Mel'S and, 
howtosupportihem. Thetoolkitcont$,s ~ssentjalJea~Itgs; viQeQs", sta'$tics.a;qd.l~gaJ,gWdange~ 
as well as links tOMCPS supports, for unaccompanied youth, such as METS, SEPt\. ESOL 
cQl.Ull!eling, ahd ESOL parent outreach,piog..-ainS. The toolkitruso contains links to cormn.unity 
path;Lersih Montgomery COQ:J:i:ty- whQ$erve 'Qn~cCbit1patri:ed yotrth and ,@venU document llhmries 
Wltb ess~tial infQrrpatiQU Oll emotional triggers; $9.9141 ~P1QtiQ:nal $11pPQ'its" ana educational toolS 
that teachers can use in'the,classroom," '.' 

While not spe,cifica.lJ.y,developed for immigrant students, the ,Extended"day programs, a middle 
scooolpf(}gtam. ~yail~ble for Grade, 6, 7. ®-d 8stUdents, :and The George B. Thomas Sr., Leaming 
A,caoewy, Inc. (@r4AJ o£f~t support,stQ $d~n~ who Ifte eiXperieftcii),g academic d1£ficulties. 
'The Extended-day programs provide ac;ld.itjollll), ~ctiona1 time for st:u4,~nts wb-Q ~e struggling 
with academic pel'foriilance in order to accelerate students' mastery of reading"I@gll4ge aits~ 
and mathematic.s skills. The core ptogtams of the GBTLA Saturday School offer tutoring and 
-;rnegtormg iIi :i;e~djng!bmgtl;3ge att$~ math¢lfia,tir:;s, apd, test-taking ski11s, for -students :in. Grades. 1 
throVg1+ i2-. '" . 

Additionally, Mas partners with Identity~ Inc., which provides programs based on 1hePositive 
¥Qllth DeveidpIilent model to ihciteMesel1-:>esteem? conflict resolution skills~ and self~effi.cacy. 
MC:PS $0 pQUabotate~ 'with MOhtgomery CQIlege ~d the Uliiy~ti~sa.t Shady Gtove to create 
the Ach!evm.g COllegi~e ExceU~n~~ w:i4 Suc®SI? prQgt~. '.this ~eptoNam fO¢\ls.es Q11 
identifying and ,supporting both students who come frolll '9aclcgt;9u,n,d~ 'fu.,at 8reUnd.~p;epr~,s~nted, 
irlhigher edUCation and those who woIild 'be the fuSt in their farn:ilyto attend college,; 

http:fO�\ls.es
http:Sp.anJ.sh
http:Iiqlited-fonp.al
http:Mcmbe.rs
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MCPS :isrepr.esented on. the Montgomery County Children Fleeing Violence. Qammittee and 
cbntinU~~ to 'go:Uabotate With out ,:fu)np.tQfit partners toenstlte. that stUdents and famiIleS;recei~e 
n~ces~ ~PP9tts. Thegtdll{J is, cp:mposed of ifietnbersfto:ij;l ,i:l)a,ny MontgQ:tne:t;y County 
Government a¢ ~Qnprofit conun1lnJ:ty ag~e$~ gs well ~ ~W tlJ,eQ1bers frQtp. M:q:p.ti9nle.t'Y 
COllege and ;MCPS. The eommittee was established W fOr.m;~l!ltea r.apiq, coordj;aated, 
andJ:~QmptehensiVe..res'pon.Se to address mcreaS.ed nUmbers dfit:rIn1igimrt students. 

OGEP cQntir,we~ tc;;·work in QQl1l1boratiol1 wlth])fIHS I;llttillpu,prQfit. parti:I~$ to pper&te Li;nkages 
:to Learning PrQ~i~ 29 sel:1001~ v4th a :focus on mel1~~r he~lt4 S1;1pportl>. (JeEP pxo.vicles 
services for sChools) such.as a .:resource bank for schools to obtam :speakers or llle.qtorS') 
a;nd StudY CitCle~1 whichfoCtises on briilgitrg communities together by addressing cultuMLand 
t~iil:<li.fferetice$. . 	 . . . 

OCEP·ruso offers services fpr pare,nts and stude!lt&~ inCluding: 
• 'F:fe~ wo.~~hops through the P.ar~nt ,Academy; 
.Ii lYlcPS Neediest IGdsIBriQge to Success to lwlpMCPS StUdentS. acquire the essential sqllplies 

they~ileed to succeed ms.6hbol; . 
.. 	 ,Excel Beyond the Bell, which offers safe, quality, and accessible Ol[lt~of-s~1t901 prQgraIJ,lS 

through :the Montgomery County Collaboration Council fgr Chilcq.~n, Youtb, and Families; apd 

• 	 MC:r~ GIVEBAC:rcp~cks, which supplIes up to5<)'{>OO. b~kpa.cks contliiIililg sQliool Slipplles
to MCPS students. 	 .' ". . . . . 

Ifyop:have iilny qu.esiiQb.s~ piease 'CQnta¢tMm, Chrisaruira A. RiehardSon"associate mwetmfendtrit 
for ~ci:a1 ¢4p:~Q:il$d ~~$etvic~s, OffiCi? Qf:th~ CmerAcade.micefflc~) at 301-279-36Q7. 

LAB:MVN:CAR:dlib 

c'o,PYtQ: 
E~e~ve Stfifi 
Ms.. Bttmer 
Mr. Ikheloa 

http:mcreaS.ed
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Montgomery County Public Schools 

Unaccompanied Youth Presentation 

Montgomery County Council Briefing 

November 5,2015 


Registration Process for International Students 
• 	 Parents/guardians of a student who has not attended a U.s. school any time 

during the prior two years, must contact the Division of School Counseling, 
Residency, and International Admissions (SCRIA) to begin the enrollment 
process. 

• 	 Reviews requests for enrollment for all students living with a 
court-appointed guardian who has an established bona fide residence in 
Montgomery County. 

• 	 English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) families meet with ESOL 
Parent Community Coordinators on site during peak times. 

• 	 Students placed with relatives/friends in Montgomery County by the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement (ORR) follow the same process. 

• 	 Being placed by ORR is considered a hardship. 
o students are approved as nontuition paying students. 

4.... MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville, Marylind 
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Registration Process or 

International Students 


• Registration process 

o Intake review 
o 	 Assessment of English language skills for speakers of other 

languages by the Division of ESOL/Bilingual Programs 

o Review immunization records and administer vaccinations 

o 	 Provide referrals for additional medical care at 
Montgomery County Health Clinics 

• 	 Families/students go to their assigned schools for final 
registration 

4,,,, MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS RockviDe. M.ryl~nd 

nhancements to Summer Enrollment 
Formed a project team to provide families with a more consumer 
friendly international enrollment experience 

Response: 

• Opened a summer site at Up county Government Service Center 

• Provided ESOL a face-to-face orientation for all ESOL families 
with ESOL Parent Community Coordinators or Counselors 

• Created online welcome videos in English and Spanish 

• Arranged for a family friendly Health Clinic waiting room at 

Rocking Horse Road Center 


• Increased community bilingual volunteer support 

o Student Service Learning Hours 

o Montgomery County Volunteer Website 

o Gilchrist Center 

MONTGoMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS RockviBe. Marylind 
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Total Enrollment of 

International Students in MCPS 


2010-2011 3,500 

2011-2012 3,246 

2012-2013 3,286 

2013"":2014 3,873 

2014-2015 4,128 

2015-2016 1,973 

(July I-September 30) 
~J...~4~~ 

~ItC'$ _-..1_;,l000iMONTGOMERY COllNTY PUBUC SCHOOlS ROCkvIHe. Maryl~nd 

Enrollment of International Students in 

MCP5-Top 8 Countries 


2015-2016
2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 (July I-September30) 

COUNTRY NUMBER COUNTRY NUMBER COUNTRY NUMBER COUNTRY NUMBER 
United 
States' 510 

United 
States' 462 El Salvador 636 

United 
States 334

El Salvador 305 EI Salvador 397 
United 
States 497 EI Salvador 263 

Ethiopia I&. Ethiopia 166 Honduras 229 Honduras 77 
Cameroon 132 China 143 Ethiopia 185 Brazil 63 
Korea 99 Honduras 137 China 132 China 61 

Japan 97 India 88 Guatemala 120 Ethiopia 61 

China 91 
United 
Kingdom 85 India 114 Guatemala 58 

Brazil 83 Brazil 83 Japan 112 India 52 

""'< MONTGOMERY COllNTY PUBliC SCHOOLS RookvlHe. Marylgnd 
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Enrollment Trends for Selected 

Central American Countries 


EL SALVADOR GUATEMALA HONDURAS TOTALYEAR 
70 56 
 431
2011-2012 
 305 


137 
 599
2012-2013 
 397 
 65 

229
2013-2014 
 636 120 
 985 


769 
 159 336 
 1264
2014-2015 

I
t 2015-2016 , 

J~IY l-September 30 

398
263 58 77
! 

TOTAL I i 


4",. • MONTGOMERYCOUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rodtville, Maryllnd 

Office of Refugee Resettlement 
Enrollment by Countries 

Countries July I-September 30, 2015 


El Salvador 19 


Honduras 14 


Guatemala 18 


TOTAL 51 


4.", MONTGOMERYCOUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville, Maryl~nd 

(j) 
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Office of Refugee Resettlement 

Enrollment by School Level 


July 1
2014-2015 

Instructional Level September 30, 2015 
School Year 

Elementary School (K-5) 1 0 


Middle School (6-8) 6 0 

High School (9-12) 100 51 

TOTAL 107 51 


("'. MONTGOMERY COUNlY PUBLIC SCHOOLS RocI<vlUe, M8J)'lgnd 

ESOL Student Enrollment 

~.m MONTGOMERY COUNlY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rool<vme, M.ry\gnd 
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.....FY2012 

....FY2013 

ESOL Multidisciplinary Educational 

Training and Support (METS) Enrollment 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBUC SCHOOLS Rockville, Meryland 

Elementary METS Student Enrollment 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOlS RocltvlUe, Maryland 
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Middle School METS Student Enrollment 
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MONTGOMERY COUN'TY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville, Maryland 

High School METS Student Enrollment 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville, Maryland 
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ESOL Testing and Accountability Center 

Peak Enrollment Trends 
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Serving our students: ESOL Staffing 


An equitable, 
transparent 
staffing model is 
in its second 
year of 
implementation 

ESOL staffing matched to levels of English 
proficiency (beginners to advanced) 

High priority schools (Title I and Focus 
Schools) have smaller class sizes, which 
benefit English Learners 

Schools with METS programs receive 
additional ESOL and paraeducator 
staffing 

4.", MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville, Ma,y\gnd 
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Serving our students: Instructional and Support Services 
through the Division of ESOL/Bilingual Programs 

• 	All of the unaccompanied youth from El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Honduras enrolled in MCPS qualifY for ESOL programs and services 

o instruction in English as a new language 

o parent/guardian engagement and counseling supports 

• 	 ESOL students with limited or no formal schooling qualify for the 
METS program 
o additional instruction in basic literacy, numeracy, and academic 

skills 
o social emotional supports 	to facilitate their adjustment to a new 

school environment 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOCI.S ROckville. Maryland 

Serving our students: Counseling supports through the 
Division of ESOL/Bilingual Programs 

• To support the social emotional needs ofall ESOL students 
o 10.6 Full-time equivalent (FTE) ESOL transition counselors 

• bilingual 	in English and Spanish and six additional languages, 
provide supports to priority schools on a regularly scheduled 
basis and all schools by referral 

o 7.0 School-based ESOL counselors 

• bilingual 	in English and Spanish, serve all high schools with 
METS programs and the two largest ESOL center high schools 

• 	 ESOL counselors prOvide orientation support to newcomer METS and 
non-METS ESOL students to ease their adjustment to a new school 
environment and address barriers to learning 

MONTGOMeRY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville. M.~~d 
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Serving our students: Parent/guardian and family 

outreach supports through the 


Division of ESOL/Bilingual Programs 


• To support the families ofall ESOL students 
o 14.0 FTE ESOL parent community coordinators 
o bilingual in English and Spanish, 	 as well as seven additional 

languages 
o Provide orientation support to newcomer 	METS and non-METS 

ESOL families 
o Assist families in navigating the school system to support their 

children 
• 	 ESOL parent community coordinators serve families in many ways 

often facilitating communication between school staff members and 
international parents 

~"C'l MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOlS ROckville, Ma~nd 

Serving our students: Supports through the Department 
of Career Readiness and Innovative Programs 

• Students Engaged in Pathways to Achievement (SEPA) 

• 	SEPA students and their families receive a wide range of 
support to ensure their success 
o 	small class sizes 
o bilingual classroom support 
o summer programs 
o 	bilingual counseling 
o assistance with student fees required at the Thomas 

Edison High School ofTechnology 
o parent/guardian outreach 

4..... MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville, Ma':~nd 
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Academic Supports 

• Districtwide Mathematics and Literacy Plans 

• Cross-functional Instructional Core Teams 

• English Language Development Teacher Coaches in 20 
Identified Middle Schools 

• Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SlOP) 
implemented in 49 Pre-K-12 schools 

• Structured Supports in Literacy (Read 180) 

4"" MONTGOMERY COliNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS ROCkviRe, Maryl"iind 
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Serving our staff: Culturally Based Trauma Informed 

Practices Training 


• Children fleeing violence come with significant social 
emotional needs and may have experienced trauma, 
requiring new thinking, and a new approach 

• Stakeholder work group established to examine curriculum 
options and professional development plan 

• Plans for three tiers of training for MCPS staff members 
are underway 

o Awareness 

o Skilled 

o Highly skilled 

~"''' • MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockville, Mary1.lnd 

Collaboration with Community Partners 

• Children Fleeing Violence work group 
• Stakeholder professional development work group 
• Department of Health and Human Services 

o Wellness programs 
o Linkages to Learning 
o School based Health Centers 

• Identity, Inc. 
o METS students at Parkland and Roberto 

Clemente middle schools 

.'" MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS RocltvUle, MaJii,d 
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Collaboration with Community Partners 

• Collaboration Council 

o Excel Beyond the Bell 

o George B. Thomas, Sr. Learning Academy, Inc. 

• Mental Health Association of Montgomery County 

o METS high schools-small group counseling 

4"t~s MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS Rockvine, Mar0'nd 
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Education Week's blogs > Learning the Language 

Unaccompanied Minors Face Uneven Experiences in U.S. Schools 

By Corey Mitchell on October 16, 2015 7;05 AM 

The tens of thousands of unaccompanied school-aged children and youths who crossed the U.S.-Mexico border in the spring and summer of 

2014 had vastly different educational experiences depending on where they settled, according to a new report from the Migration Policy 

Institute. 

The report makes the case that local school districts have felt the "most visible and immediate impact" of the surge of unaccompanied 

minors. The students, almost all of them from Central America and many with yearlong gaps in their formal education, represented a new 

challenge for the schools. 

From the need for more English-language-learner services to mental health counseling, the needs of the students are met in some places and 

rebuffed in others, the report found. Figure 1. Central American Immigrant Populations, by Slate (2013), and Unaccompanied Child 
Migrants Released to Family Sponsors, by County (October t, 2013. August 31,2015) 

"Anecdotal reports suggest school districts are 

reacting in significantly different ways, some 

creating service programs that address the 

children's particular needs, while others have 

exercised policies that make school enrollment 

more difficult," wrote Sarah Pierce, a research 

assistant with the U.S. Immigration Policy Program 

at the Migration Policy Institute and the report's 

author. 

The paper cites the work of three school districts, 

including the Montgomery County, Md., Sussex 

County, Del., and Dalton, Ga., schools for their 

efforts to address the needs of the 
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unaccompanied minors, including trauma, 

interrupted formal education, family reunification, 

and legal issues. 

According to the report, among the accommodations the Montgomery County schools provided were: 

• Instructional and emotional support for students with limited schooling and English-language skills 

• Bilingual parent volunteers to help families navigate the school system 

• Training for teachers and staff in skills related to the needs of unaccompanied minors 

• A job skills program for students who will not receive a high school diploma before they turn 21 

• Mental health support programs backed by the county government. 

Conversely, the report points to New York's Nassau County schools and several districts in North Carolina that have pushed back against the 

arrival of unaccompanied minors. 

A joint investigation by the New York's education department and the state attorney general's office found evidence that some districts 

refused to enroll undocumented youths and unaccompanied minors if they were unable to produce documents demonstrating guardianship 

or residency in the state. 

The New York State Board of Regents approved an emergency order last December to ensure that students were able to enroll in the state's 

public schools regardless of their immigration status. The new policy prohibits schools from asking about the immigration status of students or 

their families during the enrollment.process. 

Under federal law, all children, regardless of their immigration status, have the right to enroll in public schools. Federal funding dedicates 

additional money for schools that enroll students who are English-language learners. 

Here's a copy of the Migration Policy Institute report: 

http://blogs.edl.veek.orgledweekliearning-the-lanQuaQeI2015J101unaccomoanied minors face unev.htrnl?orint=1 
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Unaccompanied Child Migrants in U.S. 
Communities, Immigration Court, and Schools 

By Sarah Pierce 

October 2015 

Executive Summary 

More than 102,000 unaccompanied children from Central America and Mexico were appre
hended at the U.S.-Mexico border by U,5. Customs and Border Protection from the start of 
fiscal year (FY) 2014 through August 31, 2015. While steadily increasing numbers ofunac
companied minors had been arriving at the border for years, the surge that began in early 
2014 caught the attention of a concerned public and policymakers after systems responsible 
for the processing and care of these children were briefly overwhelmed. 

The majority of unaccompanied children (UACs) are from the Northern Triangle countries of 
EI Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, which accounted for more than 76,000 of the 102,000 
child migrants. While most of the Mexican children are quickly returned to Mexico, U.S. law 
provides for different treatment for unaccompanied minors from noncontiguous countries. 
These children are transferred by the Border Patrol into the custody of the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
that is responsible for processing and sheltering the minors, who are simultaneously placed 
into removal proceedings. The vast majority are released by ORR into the care of a parent, 
relative, or family friend in the United States while they wait for their cases to progress 
slowly through the U.S. immigration court system. As a result, the children have tended to be 
placed in areas of the United States with already high levels of foreign-born populations from 
the Northern Triangle, presenting a unique challenge to local communities across the coun
try. 

The influx of unaccompanied minors has created a difficult situation for the country's already 
overburdened immigration court system. Despite having been placed on a "priority docket;' 
the children's cases continue to lag. And other types of immigration cases are pushed even 
further back-individuals with immigration court cases now wait an average of 1,071 days 
for their first hearing. 

For the unaccompanied children, even when their cases are finally heard, the immigration 
court system has resolved the status for relatively few of them. A review of immigration court 
data shows that the majority ofchildren show up for their hearings and, of those who attend, 
78 percent receive some form of immigration relief. However, 97 percent of children who 
receive immigration relief do not receive a simultaneous grant of immigration status, mean
ing they remain unauthorized. Meanwhile, the large majority of removal orders have gone to 
children who have not appeared for their hearings, and as a result many removal orders have 
gone unexecuted. 

As these cases slowly make their way through the immigration system, the children become 
further engrained in communities and school districts across the country. While specific 
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school enrollment data are unavailable and it 
is not possible to map the policies that every 
school has put in place to deal with these 
child migrants, anecdotal evidence suggests 
that school districts have had disparate 
reactions to the influx of new students and 
associated costs. Some have created special~ 
ized programs to work with the newcomers, 
while others have come to different answers 
whether older students should be enrolled 
in K~12 classes or adult education, and yet 
others have pushed back against their enroll~ 
ment entirely. 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
apprehended 102,327 unaccompanied chil
dren at the U.S.-Mexico border from the start 
of fiscal year (FY) 2014 through August 31, 
2015. This number included 76,572 minors 
from Central America's Northern Triangle 
(EI Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras) 1 and 
25,755 from Mexico.2 While unaccompanied 
children have been arriving at the southern 
border for years, the number of arrivals 
began surging in 2014, prompting increased 
attention from the public and policymakers 

during the spring and summer of 
The result is a 2014 as the numbers reached their 

Because they are in unau~ patchwork of peak. 
thorized status, unaccom~ services that 
panied migrants are eligible fails to address Most Mexican unaccompanied 
for few public services other many of the minors are immediately deported, 
than public education. ORR 
offers some postrelease 

extensive needs 
of this vulnerable 

while Central Americans (and most 
other nationalities) have the right 

services, but these are limited population. to contest their deportation and 
to very few migrants. For 
services such as health care or legal repre
sentation, unaccompanied children must 
depend on proactive service providers, locali
ties, states, or federal programs that create 
services to meet their specific requirements. 
The result is a patchwork of services that 
fails to address many of the extensive needs 
of this vulnerable popUlation. 

I. 	 Introduction 

The large numbers of unaccompanied chil
dren (UACs) who have arrived at the U.S.~ 
Mexico border over the past two years raise 
many difficult questions for U.S. communi
ties. The children are released by the federal 
government to the care of family members 
or other sponsors in the United States pend
ing their immigration court hearing, but the 
local communities in which they are placed 
become responsible for their education and 
certain other services, with minimal federal 
assistance. What is the impact of these arriv
als on communities within the United States, 
and how are communities responding thus 
far? 

seek relief from removal in immi
gration court.3 This process can take two 
years or more, during which time children 
are typically placed with a parent or other 
adult relative already in the United States, a 
family friend, or in foster care.4 And while a 
small number of unaccompanied minors are 
granted formal relief, most ultimately remain 
in the United States, often foregoing appear
ance in immigration court and remaining in 
unauthorized status. 

This brief summarizes the available data 
and qualitative research on where unac
companied child migrants are being placed, 
how they are faring in immigration courts, 
what types of services are available to them, 
and how communities are adapting to their 
arrival. 

II. 	 Where Do Unaccompanied 
Children Settle within the 
United States? 

Figure 1 illustrates county-level populations 
of unaccompanied minors released to spon-

Unaccompanied Child Migrants in U.S. Communities. Immigration Court, and Schools 
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From the beginning of FY 2014 through 
August 31, 2015, 77,194 unaccompanied 
minors were released by ORR to communi
ties throughout the United States.33 All of 
these minors are entitled to public educa
tion. The child migrants have an array of 
particular needs, and school districts have 
had to balance addressing these needs along 
with those of other students, within resource 
limitations. Anecdotal reports suggest school 
districts are reacting in significantly different 
ways, some creating 

$14 million for local education agencies to 
provide services targeted specifically to unac
companied minors in 35 states that received 
'significant such arrivals.38 However, based on 
the assumption that about 60,000 unaccom
panied child migrants have been placed in U.S. 
schools since the start of FY 2014, this grant 
amounts to about $233 per student-leav
ing most of the cost to be borne by the local 
school district. 

Immigration status is not a 
service programs Some counties have condition of eligibility for 
that address the developed creative the National School Lunch 
children's particular approaches to addressing Program and the School 
needs, while others the diverse needs of Breakfast Program, so qualify
have exercised poli unaccompanied children, ing unaccompanied minors 
cies that make school 
enrollment more 

while others have resisted 
their arrival. 

may receive free or reduced
price meals.39 Apart from 

difficult. Because 
information on unac
companied children released into particular 
school districts is not shared with the school 
districts themselves nor publicly, it is difficult 
to make broad conclusions on their impact. 

A. Federal Costs 

U.S. law guarantees education for all youth, 
regardless of immigration status; thus, unac
companied children are entitled to free public 
elementary and secondary education.34 In 
general, the costs of educating these children 
(like other public school spending) fall on 
local school districts, though several federal 
programs permit states and local educa
tional agenCies to receive additional funds to 
support the new arrivals.35 For example, Title 
I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) provides assistance to 
schools with large native and foreign-born 
low-income populations-more than $14.4 
billion has been allocated to this purpose 
in 2015.36 These funds are provided for the 
education of about 21 million children, of 
whom unaccompanied child migrants make 
up about 0.2 percent.37 Congressional appro
priations for FY 2015 provided an additional 

these programs, however, 
the costs associated with the 

specific service needs of unaccompanied chil
dren are borne by local counties and school 
districts. 

B. Local Costs 

Some counties have developed creative 
approaches to addressing the diverse needs 
of unaccompanied children, while others have 
resisted their arrival. Montgomery County, 
Maryland, for example, has one of the larg
est concentrations of unaccompanied child 
migrants: 1,571 such children were released 
there between October 2013 and August 2015 
(see Appendix). The Montgomery County 
Public Schools (MCPS) had an enrollment of 
153,852 students in 2015,40 and has seen 
Central American student enrollment increase 
44.7 percent between the 2013-14 and 2014
15 school years.41 

Montgomery County officials have identified 
several challenges in meeting the needs of 
the school district's unaccompanied minor 
students, including issues related to family 
reunification, interrupted formal education, 
acculturation, and trauma. 

IO------------------------------------------______________________~, 
Unaccompanied Child Migrants in U.S. Communities, Immigration Court, and Schools 
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In order to accommodate the needs of this 
large and growing population, MCPS has 
tapped into a number of new and existing 
programs42 that include: 

• 	 A specialized program of instructional 
and emotional support for students 
with limited schooling and English 
skills 

• 	 Bilingual parent volunteers to help 
families navigate the school system 

• 	 An entry-level job skills program for 
Spanish-speaking students who will 
not receive a diploma by the time they

21are

• 	 Professional development courses 
and resources that train teachers and 
staff in skills specifically related to the 
needs ofUACs 

• 	 Working groups to review the school 
district response to the needs of unac
companied minors. 

The broader Montgom
ery County government 

tion Center serves newly arrived, Spanish
speaking elementary school students,4S and 
provides one- and two-year programs to help 
students transfer into mainstream classes. 
The program is more than 40 years old, but in 
2014 its class sizes doubled after the arrival of 
unaccompanied minors.46 

Prior to the increase in UAC arrivals, Sussex 
County, Delaware, had a large Guatemalan 
population and had established several bilin
gual programs for students who spoke little 
English, directed at those of elementary-school 
age or younger.47 In response to the influx of 
UAC students, teachers in the county's Indian 
River School District quickly put together a 
newcomer program for high school students.48 

During fall 2014, 46 students enrolled in the 
program. 

Similarly, Dalton Public Schools in Whitfield 
County, Georgia, created a Newcomer Acad
emy, to transition new students to mainstream 
schools within six months to a year.49 The 
academy is housed on an existing high school 
campus, and provides classes focused on 
English literacy, reading, and mathematics. 

Although some districts have 
also has several new Other counties and school utilized specialized programs 
and ongoing initiatives districts have pushed to work with newcomers, 
to address the needs of back against the arrival of others have struggled with 
these children, includ unaccompanied children. how to serve older, middle- and 
ing a mental health 
support program 
operating in the most 
affected schools, a cross-sector committee 
to coordinate the county's response to UAC 
arrivals, and an agreement with local colle§es 
to support certain at-risk college students. 3 

The county's Care for Kids program provides 
affordable primary and specialty health care 
for children from low-income families who are 
not eligible for other state or federal health 
insurance programs.44 

Some cities and school districts have created 
or utilized existing transitional programs or 
"newcomer academies" to ease the transitional 
process. In San Francisco, the Mission Educa

high school-age students who 
have limited or interrupted 
formal education and students 

who are over the traditional high-school age. 
New arrivals are a particular challenge, as they 
may not be able to accrue enough high school 
credits to graduate by the time they reach the 
maximum age to be enrolled (usually 20 or 21, 
but as low as 17 or 19 in certain localities).50 
Many schools and districts struggle with 
whether high schools in the K-12 system or 
adult education are the appropriate placement 
for these youth. 

Other counties and school districts have 
pushed back against the arrival of unaccom
panied children. Several public schools in 

Migration Policy Institute 2 
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New York's Nassau County; home to the fifth
largest population of unaccompanied minors, 
attempted to bar some children from enrolling 
for failure to present certain documents related 
to immigration status51-even as the New York 
State Education Department advised that these 
documents were not required.52 This prompted 
a state compliance review and, eventually; agree
ments with more than 
20 districts (including 

program, they are ineligible for all other major 
means-tested federal benefit programs, includ
ing Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF), the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), Medicaid, the Children's Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP), the Child Care and 
Development Fund, and direct services from the 
Developmental Disabilities CouncilsP 

Yet the needs of unaccompanied 
ones in Nassau County, Most unaccompanied child migrants are extensive. Many 
which is on Long children are likely to have little formal education, are 
Island) that compelled remain in unauthorized not proficient in English, and have 
the districts to stop status in the United States suffered socioeconomic hardship 
asking for these docu for a long time. and trauma. 
ments. An emergency 
state regulation also 
clarified the list ofpermissible documentation 
that could be used to determine a student's age 
and residency.53 

Several counties in North Carolina have similarly 
resisted UAC arrivals in the face ofrising school 
costs. In July 2014, the Brunswick County Board 
of Commissioners, recognizing the county's 
lack of "excess resources necessary for relief," 
passed a resolution calling for the immediate 
removal of unaccompanied children and asked 
the government to refrain from releasing them 
in Brunswick County.54 Following this, several Lth"r N~rth Carolina counties conSidered and 
passed identical or similar resolutions. 55 

V. 	 General Assistance for 

Unaccompanied Minors 


Given the outcomes of immigration court hear
ings to date, most unaccompanied children are 
likely to remain in unauthorized status in the 
United States for a long time, and many will 
experience substantial economic hardship.56 
While unauthorized immigrant mothers and 
children are eligible for the Supplemental Nutri
tion Assistance for Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) program, which can provide important 
support for pregnant and parenting adolescents, 
and for the national subsidized school lunch 

The unique service needs of these 
children stem from their experiences prior to, 
during, and after traveling to the United States. 
The basic needs of many-including for proper 
nutrition, shelter, safety; stability, and educa
tion-went unmet in their home countries.58 

Many were ex~osed to or directly threatened by 
gang violence. 9 While on their journey to the 
United States, many endured traumatic experi
ences, including violence, theft, assault, and 
extortion.60 Upon arriving in the country; unac
companied minors experience the challenges 
ofliving in an unfamiliar culture and reuniting 
with relatives they have not lived with in years, 
if ever; or in a smaller number ofcases, entering 
the U.S. foster care system. Many find them
selves amid unfamiliar faces; even those reunit
ing with parents and family: members do so after 
long periods ofseparation.61 

The high levels of physical and psychological 
stress place these children at a relatively higher 
risk for emotional and behavioral consequences, 
such as depression, hypervigilance, low self
esteem, eating and sleeping disorders, and 
problems regulating emotions and moods.62 If 
left untreated, unaccompanied children could 
be at risk for long-term, more serious illnesses, 
including psychotic disorders.63 Yet the particu
lar needs of unaccompanied children are diffi
cult to address not only because they are unique, 
but also because culturally competent mental 
health services are difficult to find.64 Even more 
pressing is the fact that many children do not 

12--------------------------------------------------________________ 
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Appendix 

Table A·1. Counties with the Largest Number of UACs. October 1. 2013 - August 31,2015 

Source: Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR), 'Unaccompanied Children Re
leased to Sponsors by County," accessed October 6,2015, www.acf.hhs.govlprQgrams/orr/unaccompanied-children-released-to
sponsors-by-county. 

16------------------------------------------________________________~~ 
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HHS Services to Unaccompanied Minor.s (Children Fleeing Violence) 

Working with Children Fleeing Violence from EI Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala has impacted our 

service capacity, but collection of data has been difficult. The majority of the Children have entered our 

services through the work of the Latino Health Initiative's Navigator assistance. Their report is attached. 

In other programs, data is not always clear because the children either do not show their paperwork if 

they came through the border detention sites, or they do not disclose to our staff that they are part of 
this group if they arrived In this area on their own without going through Federal custody. In most 

instances, we are looking at trends at it relates to country of origin. Other programs in HHS report 

services as follows: 

CARE FOR KIDS 

For example in the Care for Kids program, our'participation increased 30 %in FY15. 

FY14 FY15 
Total Children Enrolled 3,024 3,919 
Number of New Enrollees 699 1,369 

So far in FY16, the Care for Kids Program enrolled 315 new children during the first three months of 
FY16, which was 22% higher than the same period in FY15. 172 of the new enrollees are new arrivals 

from EI Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. Expenses for our providers for the first two months of FY16 

were 16% higher than for the same period in FY15. 

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES 

School nurses have reported pregnant or parenting teens self-identifying as unaccompanied. These are 
our statistics for the 2014-2015 school year (FY15) for Teen Pregnancy Case Management by: 

There are 17 students (fleeing violence) pregnant or with a newborn 
• 3 of the students arrived with infants 
• 3 became pregnant after arriving in US 
• 9 were pregnant when they arrived in US 
• 2 pregnancy conception details unknown- not attending regularly 

Eight of the teens reported their pregnancies were a result of traumatic events. 

As of October 5, 2015 for the 2015-2016 school year, the high school nurses report 12 student fleeing 
violence. 

• 2 of the students arrived with infants 
• 5 became pregnant after arriving in US 
• 4 were pregnant when they arrived in US 

pg.l 
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1 pregnancy conception details unknown- not attending regularly • 
CHILD WELFARE SERVICES 

We have had only one allegations of abuse/neglect involving an unaccompanied minors in September 
2015. Again, it should be noted that our Positive Youth Development staff have encountered other 
youth that have left the homes of relatives and other sponsors, but these situations are not reported to 
Child Protective Services. 

Child Welfare Services has also seen 7 trafficking cases in the last three month. This has Increased with 
the influx of the unaccompanied minor population, but we cannot make a direct correlation between 
the two, although the majority of the victims are Latino and the circumstances of being without adult 
supervision makes these children vulnerable to this crime. 

POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT (PYD) 

Services for Recently Arrived Youth January 2014 - June 2015 

positive Youth Youth Youth Youth 
Development Case Mental PYD& PYD& PYD/Mental 
(curriculum based Management Health Services Mental Case Health & Undupllcated 

Programs programs) Services Services Provided Health Mgmt Case Mgmt youth served 
Up-County 
Youth 
Opportunity 
Center 87 12 6 96 0 12 3 99 
Crossroads 
Youth 
Opportunity 
Center ·83 17 11 111 0 17 4 100 
Gaithersburg HS 
Wellness Center 107 66 34 I 207 6 32 17 135 
Watkins Mill HS 
Wellness Center 93 106 7 206 7 48 7 72 
Northwood HS 
Wellness Center 120 53 63 236 22 17 28 139 
MC After School 
Programs 47 1 1 2 48 48 49. 47 
SON 42 0 0 42 0 0 0 42 
Youth Violence 
Prevention 
Coordinator 16 0 0 16 0 0 0 16 

TOTAL 595 255 122 916 83 174 108 650 
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Services for Recently Arrived Youth July 2015 ~ Present 

Positive Youth Youth Youth 
Development Case Mental Total Youth PYD PYD& PYD/Mental 
(curriculum Management Health Services & Mental Case Health & Unduplicated 

Programs based programs) Services Services Provided Health Mgmt Case Mgmt youth served 
Up-County Youth 
Opportunity 
~nter 3 3 3 9 0 0 3 3 

Crossroads 
Youth 
Opportunity 
Center 5 5 0 15 0 0 5 5 
Gaithersburg HS 
Wellness Center 18 23 13 38 1 12 5 33 
Watkins Mill HS 
Wellness Center 21 16 1 24 1 6 1 23 
Northwood HS 
Wellness Center 13 47 3 116 0 3 1 :L7 

SON 38 0 0 38 0 0 0 38 
Youth Violence 
Prevention 
Coordinator 5 0 0 5 0 0 0 5 

TOTAL 103 94 20 245 2 21 15 124 

We are constantly monitoring the data from the Federal Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR). On 

October 23,2015, the ORR website reports that 454 Unaccompanied children have been released to 

sponsors in Montgomery County; 555 in Prince Georges County during the period October 2014 through 

August 2015. Regionally, Maryland, DC and Virginia, have a large population of children considering that 

we are not a boarder state: This region exceeds New York City based on the registered children. 

Unaccompanied Children Released to Sponsors By State 

FY2014 FY2015 

DC 373 158 

MD 3,885 1,497 

VA 3,886 1,375 

Total 8,144 3/030 

Based on the work of our staff and our contract partners, we assert that the ORR numbers are not 

inclusive of many of the youth that we have served that arrived in Montgomery County without the help 

of a sponsor. 
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Latino Health Initiative 
Children Fleeing Violence Project 
Fiscal Year 2015 

As a response to the large influx of children entering Montgomery County from various 
Central American countries, the Department of Health and Human Service (DHHS) 
Director tasked the Positive Youth Development Initiative and the Latino Health Initiative 
(LHI) with assisting these children and their families. These two partners have been 
working with the families of these children to ease the enrollment process into 
Montgomery County Public Schools, access health care and behavioral health support 
services, as well as various County and community resources providing legal 
assistance. 

Navigation Assistance: 

• 	 From August 2014 to June 2015, the LHI staff and Health Promoters assisted 
650 children fleeing violence. 

• 	 The LHI deployed eleven Health Promoters to the School Counseling, Residency 
and International Admissions (SCRIA) to provide information, assist, and refer 
families to enroll in Care For Kids program and the Maryland Children's Health 
Program (MCHP). The Health Promoters reached 510 children, of which 465 
were referred to Care for Kids and 45 to MCHP. 

• 	 The LHI staff performed follow-up calls to 255 individuals to verify that the 
referred families were accessing health care services. The below table shows 
this situation: 

plication to Health 
Status 

Number of 
children 

202 

37 
16 

Percent of 
children 

79.2% 

14.5% 
6.3% 

• 	 The LHI also offered intensive navigation services for school enrollment, health 
care, social and legal services to an additional 140 children. These children were 
apprehended trying to cross the southern U.S border and detained at Border 
facilities for an average of 21 days before to be released to their parents or legal 
custodians. The below tables and graphs provide a socio-demographic profile on 
children served by the Latino Health Initiative 



Number 
99 
130 
10 

Percenta e 
63% 
37% 

Gender 

• 	 The primary needs of these children were legal assistance, access to health 
care, school enrollment, family reunification, and other social services. The table 
below gives a better understanding of the services requested and services 
provided. 

Number of Number of Percent of 
Type of Children for Children for requests 

Assistance whom assistance whom assistance GRANTED 
was REQUESTED was RECEIVED 

94 82 7% 
66 61 92% 
25 21 
21 15 

25 14 56% 

Family Reunification Assistance: 

• 	 Internationally-trained behavioral health professionals received trainin'gs on 
Family Reunification and "La Cultura Cura" to conduct reunification workshops. 
These workshops consist of a series of four two-hour long group sessions held in 
Spanish by a cadre of 16 professionals who walked the parents through a 
process of reconnecting them with their children, thus identifying and helping 
family members improve communication, solve family problems, understand and 
handle special family situations due to several years of separation. 

• 	 From April to June 2015, the Latino Health Initiative offered nine Family 
Reunification group sessions reaching 84 parents of 79 children, of which 65 
parents and 68 children completed the workshops. 



Parents and Children who completed the Family Reunification workshops 

LOCATIONS Parents Childrent.:. 

LHI - Tuesdays 4 8 

LHI - Thursdays 4 I 5I 

Gaithersburg HS 1 4 9 

Watkins Min HSI Family Services 7 8 

Gaithersburg HS 2 9 9 I 

Loiderman MS 16 11 

Gilchrist Center 9 8 

Parkland MS 6 6 
Family Services 6 4 
-, 

TOTAL 65 68 

Parents Satisfaction 
IWith Workshops 

Satisfaction Survey Question Percent of parents who 
marked "Strongly Agree" 

Participating in this workshop has given 
me the tools needed to be a better 
parent 

86% 

After participating in this workshop I feel 
more confident in my parenting role 

88% 

Some Demographics: 

Age Range of the Children 

I!IO to 4 years old 

_6 to 9 years old 

010 to 14 years old 

016 to 19 years old 



Age 

. Youngest 4 months 
Oldesti 20 year-old 

Average 12.7 

~t 
Legal Custodian Percentage 

78.5% 
Relative 20.0% 
Without legal custodian 1.5% 

Percent 
57% 
22% 
16% 
5% 

Fiscal Year 2016 

• 	 Gilchrist Center for Cultural Diversity has provided the LHI with a list of 132 
children who were contacted at the School Counseling, Residency and 
International Admissions (SCRIA) during the FY16 School Year registration 
needing the already stated assistance - enrollment process into Montgomery 
County Public Schools, access to health care and behavioral health support 
services, as well as County and community resources providing legal assistance. 

• 	 Between August and September, the LHI staff received 41 phone calls from 
parents of children recently arrived from the Central American countries, asking 
also for the aforementioned much needed services. 

The navigators are already reaching out to these families to help them connect to 
necessary services including school enrollment, legal services and other programs for 
undocumented new arrivals. 



Unaccompanied Minors - Children Fleeing Violence 

Unkages to Learning (LtL) and Regional Youth Services (RYS) 


These cases continue to require intensive case management though the exact types of service varies. In 
some cases, it is not dissimilar to that required for other undocumented clients, where case managers 
provide assistance with: 

• 	 Enrolling kids in MCPS through the International Admissions Office 
• 	 Finding sufficient housing 
• 	 Accessing on-site or off-site behavioral health services (referrals to Tree House, etc.) 
• 	 Enrollment in Care for Kids 
• 	 Accessing legal assistance via the Spanish Catholic Center/other resources. 

In other ~ases, LTL Family Case Managers state that these families are in need of "almost everything." such 
as food, clothing, diapers, personal hygiene products, etc. Approximately 1/3 of clients of LTL behavioral 
health caseloads diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder; others struggling with depression related 
to separation/ reunification, grief, acculturation and "homesickness." 

CHALLENGES 
• 	 Difficult for providers to stay up to date on legal issues on visas/petitions, knowledge of what is 

happening in the countries clients are fleeing from, territories where gangs are present in the 
county, and knowledge of county gang information (hard to stay abreast of the shifting landscape, 
which can vastly affect ongoing trauma/impact and outcomes for these families). 

• 	 Lack of eligibility for food stamps and limited health insurance options pose serious barriers when 
families are struggling financially (especially if the parents unable to work due to legal status). 

• 	 Different outcomes for multiple youth in same family (i.e. one child deported, another not, even 
with same history/reasons for fleeing - impact on family). 

• 	 Lack of reunification-competent/trauma-compe~ent behavioral health resources (families that 
suffered lengthy separations struggling with issues for quite a while despite counseling services). 

• 	 Some staff report clients are open/forthcoming at first but then become more "closed" with the 
providers after hearing in the community that it is "best not to talk about their situation", 

• 	 Legal services still desperately needed to help with immigration issues. 

• 	 Need for more English language classes to help with acculturation. 

• 	 Extensive case management needs have had large impact on RYS program; lots of time dedicated to 
finding basic resources (food/clothing/appropriate housing/ healthcare). The scope of the contracts 
is set up for information and referral and not for intensive case management. 

I Clients (Youth/Parents) Served 
FY14 FY15 FY16 to date~kqes to learning 36 200 85 

Regional Youth Service Centers 11 36 10 
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